
International Stuttering Association (ISA)

Proposed letter relating development of future ISA 10 Recommendations

                                                                                                               proposed date to send:          March 1, 2010
To all 54 ISA member associations

Further development of 3 pages ISA 10 Recommendations draft and 1 page preamble
Dear friends!

        Hope you and your association are fine at 15 years anniversary of our family the International Stuttering Association. This would be wonderful! Please don’t be alarmed about much paper and the questionnaire. Since former ISA Chair Benny Ravids very welcome proposal at the ISA World Congress in Croatia 2007, ISA is developing future 10 Recommendations for ISA Member Associations, the United Nations (UN), the World Health Organization (WHO), the Unites Nations Children´s Fund (UNICEF), governments of that countries which have probably no national association of people who stutter, international organizations of experts, researchers, medical doctors, teachers, kindergarten educators, psychologists, speech therapists, and all others who are committed to understanding stuttering and the welfare of people who stutter - to turn the most innovative ideas into reality.
        Your discussion and answers will ensure that future ISA 10 Recommendations are based on good preparation and cooperation between ISA and its member associations. The 10 Recommendations to follow will enable your association and also all other organizations of the distribution list to realize their goals and expectations much better.

        The three pages draft and one page preamble of future ISA 10 Recommendations you can see also at ISA homepage at www.stutterisa.org. We would appreciate if you and your association will study and discuss our draft very intensively during the next 2 months and will send back our questionnaire until May 1, 2010. We are very much interested to get your ideas and critic, because future ISA 10 Recommendations should be the most helpful ideas from around the world. 
        For better understanding here some maybe helpful information, in the following 3 paragraphs, what happened during the development process of ISA 10 Recommendations drafts between 2007 and 2010. 

        Already at April 11, 2008 the German Stuttering Association sent a letter of national German recommendations, in 124 copies, to all leading politicians and related organizations in Germany, because the German working group stuttering and school and kindergarten was working at this letter already since the future workshop of the German Stuttering Association in March 2006. The letter was 24 pages long and had the following parts: 5 pages letter, 4 pages further information, 14 pages ISA keynote speech from 2000, and 1 page distribution list. The reference, headline of the letter was: School Days Often are the Worst Times in the Life of a Person Who Stutters. Many very friendly, helpful feedbacks arrived by letter, meetings started, and the German Stuttering Association is sure, that the national German recommendations will be achieved step by step by future growing cooperation with their new partners and also integration of future international ISA 10 Recommendations.
        At June 3, 2008 ISA Board Member Keith Boss from England wrote to ISA friends the following very friendly and helpful sentences about the German Approach, so that the German Stuttering Association was very much appreciated and thankful: 
“Thomas, wonderful. The work done by you and the GSA (German Stuttering Association) is tremendous… I really enjoyed reading everything. What you are trying to create in Germany, Integrative Teacher Stuttering, is a wonderful goal. I wish you and the GSA every success. What you have done with the help from others is to passionately address the stuttering problems in Germany and concentrate considerable effort to children. What you have written is from the heart and I am sure it will be exactly right within your culture. The things you want to happen in Germany will be very similar to what all of us want in our own countries. Your documents set the benchmark for the rest of us to aim at. Your experience in schools is invaluable. Thank you for sharing all of this with the ISA.” 
        Now you probably understand much better how the German letter to the leading politicians and related organizations in Germany became one important basis of this ISA 10 Recommendations draft. 
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Another very important groundwork is the Bill of Rights and Responsibilities for People who Stutter, published by ISA in 2000. If you want to have additional background information please read also the 13 pages Further Information Package to ISA 10 Recommendations draft, which the working group developed for better understanding during the development phase, and which probably should not be published by ISA. If you want to have the whole 24 pages German letter for reference, or if you have other ideas, questions, please ask us.
        I want to thank ISA 10 Recommendations Committee Members Thomas Krall, Dr. Moussa Dao, Shinji Ito, Masuhiko Kawasaki, Benny Ravid for their excellent work and intensive cooperation during the development of this draft.
       You are very much invited to further develop this draft by filling out and sending back the questionnaire, so that we will have very soon best ideas from around the world for future ISA 10 Recommendations. Please send it by email to ISA 10 Recommendations Committee Chair Thomas Krall <ThomasKrall2@googlemail.com>.

Please return the questionnaire by May 1, 2010
        Thank you so much! We would be very glad meeting you and your friends at the 9th ISA World Congress for People Who Stutter in Argentina from May 18.-21. 2011, to further develop or to decide, ratify future ISA 10 Recommendations and other very important themes at the ISA Membership Meeting, or to see you much earlier, at other meetings or opportunities.
Michael Sugarman should sign this letter

ISA Chair

Enclosures :
1.  Ten Recommendations to Achieve a World that Understands Stuttering (draft)  –  inclusive 
     drafts of executive summary, preamble, and the Bill of Rights and Responsibilities of People Who

     Stutter from 2000 (7 pages) 

2.  Further Information Package, probably only for the period of the developing phase (13 pages) 

3.  ISA questionnaire to 54 ISA Member Associations relating the further development of future ISA 
     10 Recommendations and preamble (3 pages)
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